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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Correction in Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin No. J^l. 

Assistant Surgeon- General J. W. Kerr, in a report dated March 23, 
1908, refers to the articles on " Infants' milk depots," contained in 
Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin. No. 41, as follows : 

Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin No. 41, page 581, contains the statement that 
the first infants' milk depot appears to have been founded in St. Gertrude's 
district in Hamburg, in 1889; that the second of which there is record was 
established by Doctor Variot in connection with the Belleville Dispensary, 
Paris, in 1892, and that the first depot in the United States was established in 
New York in 1893 by Mr. Nathan Straus. 

It appears from articles by Dr. Henry Koplik, published in the New York 
Medical Journal January 31, 1891, and February 4, 1893, that prior to that 
time he had advocated the establishment of milk laboratories for the prepara- 
tion and dispensing of milk for infant feeding. It is also shown that he had 
opened such a laboratory at the Eastern Dispensary, New York, the apparatus 
used having been exhibited to the County Medical Society in May, 1890. In 
1891 and subsequently this work was continued under his supervision at the 
Good Samaritan Dispensary, a more thoroughly equipped laboratory having 
been provided for the purpose. The preparation and dispensing of milk at this 
institution thus antedated the work in Paris and New York, to which reference 
is made in Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin No. 41, as quoted above. 

In a published circular dated April, 1891, issued by the patronesses of the 
milk laboratory referred to, there are set forth the objects of this institution, 
and it is stated that the plan was initiated by Doctor Koplik. 

It is necessary, therefore, to recognize Doctor Koplik's influence in the devel- 
opment of this important movement, and that the plan was adopted by him for 
the successful treatment of infants in dispensary practice. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Gal. — Plague statistics — Plague-preven- 
tion work at San Francisco, Emeryville, Point Richmond, and 
Oakland, Gal. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports, March 15 : 

Total cases of plague verified bacteriologically to date, 121 ; total 

cases verified clinically to date, 38 ; total deaths to date, 77. 
Date of occurrence of last case, February 8. Date of finding of 

last infected rat, March 14. 
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